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rest with closed eyes in the shade of the leaves of the lotuses of
the ornamental water, the pigeons shun on account of the extreme
heat the sloping roofs of the palace which they ordinarily frequent,
the peacocks desirous of drinking the particles of water continually
flung out, flies to the revolving: water-wheel, the sun blazes with all
his rays at once, as thou with all thy princely qualities/'1 Such an
announcement implied that the king \vas informed by the herald
about the de-scription of nature at the moment when the verses were
chanted.
These bards also proclaimed the arrival of the Icing with his
praises (Jayasahla) evidently in the open court This practice can be
illustrated by one or two examples from the same play* Two bards
sing in the following way behind the scenes: "We hail the King
who by means of his avenging force tramples upon the heads of his
enemies" (tlistya danden-ari sircrhsu rarlate devah). The first Bard
sings : " While thou, Oh 1 bestower of boons dost delightsornely spend
the spring in gardens on the banks of the Vidlsa, in which the
cuckoos utter pleasing notes, like the comely-limbed god of love, in
the meanwhile the enemy of thee, whose army is so mighty, has been
caused to bow together with the trees on the banks of the Varada,
which served as the hooks for fastening the victorious elephants."
Then the second Bard cries: " The victories of both of you over the
Krathakaisikas are celebrated in song by godlike sages from pure
love of heroism, of thee who by means of thy avenging armies
didst take away the glory of the king of Tidarbha, and of Kpsna,
who by main force carried off Rukmim with his four arms strong
as clubs."
Finally the female Door-Keeper exclaimed: "Here is the King
coming in tins direction, his setting forth being announced by shouts of
victory; I for my part will step a little out of his direct course, and put
myself under this arch of the main entrance."2 Such paeans therefore
implied that the conquests of the king were enologised by these bards
whenever a king was about to enter some specified place in the
court where the courtiers and nobles must have gathered to receive
him.
These Vaitulikas of Kalidasa's time may probably he equated
with the Pratinartakfis mentioned iu the Gupta inscriptions 3 and the
Bhatas whose duties are described by Bana in his works. It may be
1 M8L) Act II, p. 51, Tawney, trans,, p. 27.
a Ibid., Act V, pp. 133-34,   Tawney, Tbid., pp, 67-68.
3 Fleet, C././., Ill, (39), p. 190.